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 Hand in Hand : Jewish and indigenous people working together    
 
Set out below are details relating to a new book, 'Hand in Hand' which tells the inspiring stories of 
Jewish and Indigenous Australians engaged in past and continuing joint endeavours to support 
Reconciliation in many different areas, including health, education, culture, and social justice.   
 
 

Copy of Cover 
 

 
 
 
 

Available from the New South Wales Jewish Board of Deputies, (see order form) 
                 and from the following bookstores; 
 

Sydney Jewish Museum Bookstore, Darlinghurst;  

Gold's Book Shop, Bondi;   Zabriskie Booksellers,Bondi;    Lindfield Bookstore 

Constant Reader, Crows Nest:    Gleebooks, Glebe; 

 
 
 
Synopsis of Book 
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An initiative of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies and its Social Justice Committee, the book was 
researched and written by Dr Anne Sarzin and Lisa Miranda Sarzin and based on 80 interviews, 
including interviews with respected Jewish and Indigenous leaders as well as many people working 
at a grassroots level.  The book includes a chapter on historical connections, with reference to a 
number of personalities and events that are significant in the area of human rights, such as William 
Cooper’s denunciation of Kristallnacht, Chief Justice James Spigelman’s participation in the 
Freedom Ride of 1965, and Ron Castan’s work in the area of native title. 
 
Jewish and Indigenous people in Australia have some important affinities and the book presents a 
view of reconciliation as a work in progress that benefits all Australians and seeks to inspire and 
encourage the further work that is still required. 
 
The Governor of New South Wales, Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, writes: 'Hand in Hand: 
Jewish and Indigenous people working together by Dr Anne Sarzin and Lisa Sarzin is an inspiring 
account of a journey of care and understanding being undertaken by two very significant Australian 
communities — the Australian Jewish community on the one hand, and on the other, Australia’s 
Indigenous community — The First Australians…It is an inspiring contribution to Australia.’ 
 
Authors Notes 
Anne, a widely published journalist and editor, has a PhD in English Literature from the University 
of Cape Town, having written a thesis on the playwright Athol Fugard. For her Master of Arts 
degree from UCT, she wrote a dissertation on the political novels of Benjamin Disraeli. She worked 
for many years as the University Writer in the Media Unit at the University of Sydney and then, as 
Editor, at the University of Technology, Sydney. In 2004, she started her own communications 
business, Write 4 U. 
  
Anne’s daughter, Lisa Miranda has worked as a solicitor in Sydney, first at Blake Dawson Waldron 
where she was appointed Senior Associate in 2001, and then from 2002 to 2009 as Senior Legal 
Counsel with the MLC Legal Team, part of the National Australia Bank Group. She has a Bachelor 
of Business and a First Class Honours degree in Law from UTS; a Master of Laws from the 
University of Sydney; and is a doctoral candidate at UTS. Lisa has won numerous academic 
awards and was the first Australian recipient of the Lord Templeman Scholarship, enabling her to 
study Law at the University of the West of England, Bristol, in 1994. 
 
 
Media Coverage: 

1. Wentworth Courier, 14 April 2010 “Hand in History” by Rob Bates (http://wentworth-
courier.whereilive.com.au/news/story/a-hand-in-history) 

2. Australian Jewish News, 30 April 2010 “Two Peoples Hand in Hand” by Joshua Levi p6; and 
“A chat with Lisa Sarzin” p12 

3. JNTV online video coverage of book launch www.jewishnews.net.au/video (click on ‘Hand in 
Hand’) 

4. ABC Radio National interview with Lisa Sarzin by Rhianna Patrick on “Speaking Out” 
9.30pm 2 May 2010, http://www.abc.net.au/speakingout/ 

5. ABC News Online, 3 May 2010 “Hand in Hand: book explores Jewish and Aboriginal ties”, 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/05/03/2888848.htm   

6. National Indigenous Times, 29 April 2010 “Hand in Hand: Jewish and Indigenous people 
working together” by Geoff Bagnall, p37 
http://www.nit.com.au/community/story.aspx?id=19720 


